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The power to regulate common carriers is generally delegated to commissions and other administrative bodies created for that 


purpose, | and as a general matter, this does not violate a constitutional prohibition against the delegation of legislative power.” 


Some states' constitutions authorize a designated state administrative agency to exercise its plenary powers over common 


carriers, and absent specific legislation, such powers are absolute and unqualified.’ However, the legislature can divest this 
administrative agency of jurisdiction over a class of common carriers by passing specific legislation that occupies a regulatory 


field, thereby preempting the agency's control. The legislature divests this agency of its power by specifically restricting 


the agency's authority and retaining control itself over that class of common carriers.” With this understanding, it has been 
held that statutes treating pipeline carriers that transport oil for hire in intrastate commerce as common carriers subject to 
the agency's regulation and allowing common carriers to construct such pipelines are not "specific legislation" to restrict the 


agency's regulatory powers over interstate carriers.° 
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